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I would like to acknowledge the Whadjuk 
people of the Noongar nation as the 
traditional owners and custodians of the land 
on which we meet. I pay my respects to their 
elders, past present and future … and 
commit to walk with them on a journey of 
learning, reconciliation and a brighter future



Special Thanks

- Ms Lisa Baker MLA, Member for Maylands

- Hon Mia Davies MLA, Member for Central Wheatbelt Region

- Hon Alison Xamon MLC, Member for North Metropolitan Region

- Hon Donna Fargher MLC, Member for East Metropolitan Region



WACOSS stands for an inclusive, just and 
equitable society. We advocate and develop 
evidence based policy for social change to 
improve the wellbeing of Western Australians and 
to strengthen the community service sector that 
supports them  



WACOSS Sate Budget Submission 2020

Recommendation:

Disadvantaged and developmentally vulnerable children are 
supported by a WA Child Poverty and Wellbeing Strategy that 
includes targeted outreach.

Child Wellbeing



WA has 2nd highest rate of poverty in Australia – 13.7%

1 in 3 WA children in single parent households in poverty

1 in 7 in severe poverty

20% of children living in ‘working poor’ families

The Why 



Highlights The impact of poverty on the developing child 

Over 730,000 children in Australia are living in poverty, with children in single 
parent families three times more likely to be at risk compared to children 
in couple families. 

Children growing up in poverty can experience developmental delays that 
affect their future academic success and life chances as an adult. 

Poverty can also get ‘under the skin’ in the early years to shape lifelong physical 
and mental health outcomes. 

Poverty experienced in the first five years of life is especially harmful to children’s 
development. It is not economic hardship per se but the accompanying poverty of 
relationships and experiences that dramatically shapes young children’s 
health and developmental outcomes. 

Intervening in the early years is crucial to help break the cycle of 
disadvantage. This includes assisting adults to cope effectively with adversity and provide 
the consistent and responsive care that is essential to healthy child development.



Source: Steve Zubrick 2018 Telethon Kids Institute



Child poverty far more prevalent for single parents



Early Intervention is critical – too many missing out.

Poverty: main driver of developmental disadvantage.

Different vulnerable families need different supports

Solutions for Aboriginal families must be lead and driven 
by Aboriginal people and communities

Child Poverty and Wellbeing



Aboriginal kids are 4.5% of population … but 55% of kids in care

They are 17.5 times more likely to be in out-of-home care 
… compared to the National average of 9.2 times

WA has the highest over-representation rate in the Nation

…………….… and probably the world!

Over-representation in WA





Investment in Early Intervention 



Recommendation:

Disadvantaged and developmentally vulnerable children are 
supported by a WA Child Poverty and Wellbeing Strategy that 
includes targeted outreach.

Child Poverty and Wellbeing



WA Child Poverty & Wellbeing Strategy 

A comprehensive whole of government strategy to reduce child poverty and provide targeted and 
flexible support to developmentally vulnerable children (Co-designed with key stakeholders).

Increased support to families living in poverty via increased concessions for government household 
fees and charges (and targeted home efficiency measures) and improved access to early childhood 
services.

A ten year strategy to reduce the costs of late intervention and develop evidence-based strategies 
to provide early support (in the right way at the right time) to those who will benefit most.

Solutions 



WA Child Poverty & Wellbeing Strategy 

Joined up approaches to family violence, child safety and juvenile justice measures designed to 
support families to find their way to a better future.

A systematic approach to early developmental vulnerability, including better access to universal 
early education and care services and targeted outreach services for those harder to reach 
children currently falling through the cracks.

Better linkages between child health services, community-based supports and early childhood 
education.

Solutions 



WA Child Poverty & Wellbeing Strategy 

A plan to end homelessness for children and families

An obligation in Child Protection planning to record child’s views in writing when leaving care 

Giving a voice to children and young people 

State and local networks of frontline services and professionals in early childhood development 
and care. Early Years Networks core to developing & delivering strategy place based solutions

Solutions 



A state-wide health promotion and FASD prevention campaign to increase awareness, reduce 
stigma and know help is available

Resources and training for all those working with children and young people to understand FASD 
and manage problematic behaviours, emotional control and learning difficulties

Targeted early years intervention and support for children, with assessment informing specific and 
timely intervention to mitigate against worsening outcomes

Good offender management in juvenile and adult systems, and diversionary strategies at court stage

Pathways for identification and response free from stigma 

Tailored management plans for individuals and families, after a FASD diagnosis, including holistic 
support and brokering to relevant services

Strategies to address Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder  



Statewide targets and regular reporting to Parliament on 
progress against poverty, early developmental vulnerability, 
access and participation targets (3 year and 10 year targets).

Solution 



New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinta Arden

Importance of what we measure



The Bill specifically requires governments to:

Set ten-year targets on a defined set of measures of child poverty and 
periodically set and publish three-year targets.

Develop and report on a strategy to promote the overall wellbeing of 
children, which will include a particular focus on reducing child poverty.  

Report, on Budget day, how the Budget will reduce child poverty, and how 
the Government is progressing towards its targets. 

New Zealand 



10 year targets
Reduce the proportion of children in low income households (using the before 
housing measure*) from roughly 15 percent of all children to 5 percent. This 
reduces the number by more than half from 160,000 to 60,000. 

3 year  targets.
On the before housing measure: Reduce the proportion of children in low income 
households by 6 percentage points by 2020/21 - a reduction of around 70,000 
children.

New Zealand Measurements  



No child in WA grows up in poverty, without access to adequate food and 
nutrition, education and care. 

Children with specific needs and developmental vulnerabilities are identified 
early and proactively supported.

Disadvantaged mothers are assisted to build better lives for themselves and 
their children. 

Our community sees our investment in early care and education is building 
a brighter future for all.

What success would looks like in WA 



Questions  ? 
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