
     
   

 

10th December 2019 

 

Dear Colleague, 

There have been some exciting developments in the Early Years space that we wanted to update you on.  

As you would already be aware, World Vision Australia First Nations Program has been implementing an Early 

Childhood Care & Development Program in the West Kimberley since 2011. This project has been focusing on 

improving outcomes for children through: 

• Supporting local women to run community led playgroups,  

• Local workforce development  

• The development of Governance capacity   

This project has been working across six communities on the Gibb River Road & Derby town and surrounds 

and has received funding from NIAA: National Indigenous Australians Agency (formerly Prime Minister and 

Cabinet), Philanthropic Trusts & Foundations as well receiving funding from World Vision Australia.  

In 2018, Department of Prime Minister & Cabinet decided to transition funding arrangements from non-

Indigenous organisations to Aboriginal Controlled Organisations.  This has led to World Vision and Ngunga 

Women’s Group Aboriginal Corporation focusing on building a strong partnership with a focus on a regional 

strategy for the Early Years. This has now led to NIAA transitioning to the full funding for this work to Ngunga 

and World Vision’s contract with NIAA will cease as of 31st December 2019.  

Ngunga Women’s Group has been in operation in the West Kimberley region for over 30 years and have been 

in the early childhood space since 1999 running Onyon, Mobile Playgroup and pop up playgroups across the 

region. NIAA commitment to funding in this region is a strong indicator of the priority focus on early childhood 

within the Aboriginal community. Ngunga will continue to work collaboratively in this space to achieve the 

regional vision the corporation has developed and look forward to working with the new team into 2020. 

From January 2020 Ngunga will manage and run community playgroups within the same six communities.  In 

partnership with Ngunga, World Vision will still continue to provide training and development opportunities 

for community facilitators and support the transition process. 

We welcome any questions that you may have about this process. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jude Sorenson   Ben Burton    Selena O’Meara 
State Manager   Operations Service Manager  General Manager 
World Vision Australia                  Emama Nguda Aboriginal Corporation Ngunga Women’s Group Aboriginal 

Corporation 

  


