
 

Hello everyone,

It is the end of another busy week.

Yesterday, I returned to Fremantle office to participate in the Recovery Workshop and
the Virtual Leadership Forum.

The Forum showcased examples of service delivery that are achieving fantastic
outcomes for our clients. Today, I share these with you.

Regional Executive Director Andrew Geddes, Executive Manager, South East
Metropolitan Region Anne-Marie McLaughlin, and Project Manager Priority Initiatives
Patrick Ryder spoke about how we are helping a vulnerable cohort of homeless
people by providing accommodation and wrap-around support for them at Woodman
Point Recreation Camp. Communities has been able to provide accommodation that
is safe, secure and culturally appropriate, as well as access to food and medical
supports. The accommodation is available until 18 May 2020, at which point there is a
plan to assist the residents to transition into social housing, with wrap-around
supports.

Intervention Support Services Manager Fran Gresley and Intervention and Transition
Officer Sue McArthur shared a touching story about a young lady with disability,
Kirsten Williams, and the efforts that officers went to in facilitating Kirsten’s dream of
returning to Country and reuniting with her family in the Kimberley. Communities staff
connected with Far North Community Services, who provide daily living supports and
accommodation for Kirsten. After 13 years away from her home, on 18 December
2019, just before Kirsten’s 22nd birthday, she flew to Broome and moved into her new
home.

Lastly, Regional Executive Director Pilbara Simon Taylor took us through the Pilbara
regions strategic coordinated planning and place-based response to the COVID-19
pandemic.

All presenters were outstanding.

Further to our update on 6 May 2020, I am pleased to advise that the ICT equipment
request process for children in care learning from home will be extended.

The new closing date for all second-round ICT equipment requests is 5:00pm, Friday,
22 May 2020.

Now, for today’s practice update:

In the child protection space (attached):

·         ICT Equipment for Children in CEO’s Care Learning from Home update –
second round announcement

·         Research study of COVID-19 in Western Australian schools – the DETECT
Program.
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Information 


ICT equipment for children in CEO’s care learning from home 


Updated Friday 8 May 2020 


The Education Department of Western Australia have advised they will open a second 


round of applications for ICT equipment to support children enrolled in public schools but 


participating in at-home schooling due to COVID-19. 


If you have missed the closing for round one, you can still apply through round two. Round 


two is open from 11 May 2020 – 22 May 2020. Please ensure your application for ICT 


equipment is with the child’s school by Friday 22 May 2020. 


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 


As outlined in the Education and School Attendance practice guidance released on  


22 April 2020, Communities advised that children in the CEO's care should have returned 


to school at the commencement of term two, on Wednesday 29 April 2020, in line with 


current Government and Health advice. However, it is acknowledged that some children in 


the CEO’s care may be learning from home for a number of reasons.  


To support children attending public schools (including those in CEO’s care), who are 


learning from home, the Department of Education Western Australia has advised that it will 


be providing access to ICT equipment where required and available. 


If a child needs to participate in online learning from home and does not have access to 


personally owned or school loaned ICT equipment, then principals can submit a request to 


access a limited supply of centrally sourced equipment.  


Closing date for all ICT support requests is Friday 8 May 2020.  Please note, late 


applications will not be accepted.  Requests should be made directly to the school, 


ensuring the principal is aware of the request being made and that the child is in the care 


of the CEO. 


The requests will be reviewed by the allocation committee the week following  


Friday 8 May 2002, and principals will be advised of available stock.  Allocation will 


prioritise students most in need, and include consideration of the following: 


• children in care 


• number of senior secondary students 


• number of socially disadvantaged students as determined by the student-centred 
funding model 


• number of devices a school has available for loan 


• other considerations (such as remoteness, connectivity, delivery of special programs). 
 


Schools will advise if they have been allocated ICT equipment as per the request made 


and anticipated delivery dates. 
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Research study of COVID-19 in Western Australian schools 
 


On 1 May 2020, The McGowan Government announced it is partnering with the Telethon Kids 


Institute (TKI) in a COVID-19 research study which forms part of the DETECT program to test for 


COVID-19 among school students and staff without symptoms.  


Key messages: 


• The DETECT program will involve participants from a number of industries, including 


schools.  


• As part of the research, staff and students from 40 schools will be tested for COVID-19 at 


monthly intervals over a period of at least three months. These schools will be randomly 


selected by the researchers.  


• All 80 schools will participate in the online survey component, providing information on how 


COVID-19 is impacting their physical, social and emotional wellbeing.  


• Participation is voluntary and consent will be sought from parents or legal guardians of 


children involved in any aspect of the research. 


• Children in care are encouraged to participate in all aspects of the research project, if invited 


to do so, and consent is to be provided by a child protection worker.  


Information relating to children in care 


The Department of Communities, as part of the State Government, is supportive of this health 


initiative to monitor the prevalence and impact of COVID-19. Involvement in the research will make 


a valuable contribution to better understanding the extent of COVID-19 in Western Australia and 


what measures are required to keep our communities safe during the pandemic.  


Children in care are encouraged to participate in the program, if invited to do so. Child protection 


workers, carers, parents, children and Community Service Organisations (where applicable) 


should collaborate, as much as possible, to discuss and agree on a child’s participation in the 


voluntary program. There may be exceptional reasons identified as to why it may not be 


appropriate for a child to participate, these should be discussed and documented. 


Child protection workers should liaise with carers, Community Service Organisations (where 


applicable), schools and parents to ensure that any consent forms for children in care are provided 


to the child protection worker for completion. Parents and/or carers will receive information and a 


fact sheet from the child’s school and will be asked to participate in a 15-minute survey. 


Further information about the research study 


80 public schools, education support centres and residential colleges from across the State have 


been invited, and their staff and students will opt-in to participate. You can view the complete list.  


The study will be rolled out across schools over the next few weeks. Information will be provided 


by schools to parents and carers in coming weeks including a fact sheet and consent forms.  



https://www.education.wa.edu.au/covid-19-research-study
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Participation is voluntary and consent will be sought from staff and parents, as well as students for 


the psychosocial survey component. 


All students, staff, parents and carers would be encouraged to participate and TKI will work directly 


with schools.  


The study will comprise three parts:  


1. School-based COVID-19 asymptomatic testing 


This is designed to provide immediate evidence of any asymptomatic infection to inform the 


government’s policy making regarding schools. 


Random sampling of consenting staff and students across 40 representative schools in Western 


Australia will be carried out on a monthly basis, for at least three months, via non-invasive nasal 


and throat swabs. 


Children in care are encouraged to participate in this testing if selected, with child protection 


workers having the delegated authority to approve and consent to their involvement. Where the 


parents, carers, school, Community Service Organisations (where applicable), or child protection 


worker have concerns about the child’s involvement, this should be discussed and the agreed 


outcome documented and approved by a team leader.  
 


2. Tracking transmission in schools 


If at any stage a case of COVID-19 is detected within a school anywhere in WA, in addition to 


standard Public Health and Department of Education responses, testing protocols within that 


school will increase immediately. 


Led by Public Health, any contacts of the positive case (classmates, teachers etc) will undergo two 


or three COVID-19 tests across two weeks, irrespective of symptoms, as well as keeping a daily 


symptom diary. 


By doing this, we will gain insight into the role, if any, that schools play in the transmissibility of 


COVID-19 – student to student, between students and staff, and the wider community via 


household members and other non-school contacts. This protocol will help us better understand 


and ultimately prevent the transmission of COVID-19 in a school environment. 


Further practice guidance relating to children in care or carers testing positive can be found 


through the following links: 


When a Carer tests positive for COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 


Suspected Cases of COVID-19 
 


3. Psychosocial impact of COVID-19 


This research will also identify the emerging psychosocial impact of COVID-19 on WA children, 


their families and staff.  


 



https://manuals.communities.wa.gov.au/CPM/SitePages/Procedure.aspx?ProcedureId=314

https://manuals.communities.wa.gov.au/CPM/SitePages/Procedure.aspx?ProcedureId=309
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The study will look to provide an understanding of: 


(i) how the COVID-19 outbreak and resulting social interventions are impacting the 


physical, social, and emotional wellbeing (e.g. sleep, anxiety, loneliness, and physical 


activity) 


(ii) the level of perceived risk of COVID-19 infection experienced by students, their 


teachers, and parents 


(iii) how the COVID-19 social interventions are impacting students’ education and learning 


and schools’ operations; and (iv) how students, school staff and parents feel about the 


COVID-19 testing itself. 


Data will be collected via a 15-minute survey with: 


- year 4-12 students, their teachers and parents 


- kindergarten to Year 3 parents and teachers, and 


- principals and/or members of each school’s executive team.  


Surveys will reflect different developmental capabilities and educational settings across the year 


groups. 


This research will not only provide valuable insight into the impact COVID-19 is having right now 


on the physical, social and emotional wellbeing of our children and community but will assist in 


developing strategies to address long-term mental health and wellbeing. 


Further information about the study can be accessed via: 


Telethon Kids Institute 


Department of Education 


 



https://www.telethonkids.org.au/news--events/news-and-events-nav/2020/may/covid-19-western-australian-schools/

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-advice-schools-and-education#research-study





Thank you everyone, for your continued efforts, and have a nice weekend.

Take care.

 

Rachael Green
Acting Deputy Director General Community Services
Department of Communities

 

The Department of Communities acknowledges the traditional owners of country throughout Western Australia and their connection to land, waters and
community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and to their elders past and present. 

The Department of Communities (Communities) formed on 1 July 2017 and is responsible for the delivery of child protection and family support, community grants, funding
and initiatives, education and care regulation, disability services, housing and regional services reform. During the transition phase emails sent from the Housing Authority
domain will be converted to the Communities email address. This message may contain privileged and confidential information and is intended for the exclusive use of the
addressee(s). You must not disclose this communication to anyone without the prior consent of Communities. If you have received this email in error, please notify us by
return mail, delete it from your system and destroy all copies. Communities has exercised care to avoid errors in the information contained in this email but does not warrant
that it is error or omission free.


